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“Creating a healthy and strong community in Conwy Valley”

Launching our first newsletter
Our passionate team at Golygfa Gwydyr are delighted to bring to you our first newsletter. We aim to
produce a quarterly seasonal newsletter to promote
the work and services of Golygfa Gwydyr and other
community activities. Look out for the next copy in
local shops, pubs or view an online version at
www.golygfagwydyr.org

Who are we?
Established in 2004, Golygfa Gwydyr is a social
enterprise based in Llanrwst. We are a non-profit,
community led organisation. Our values are based
on community participation, anti-discriminatory and
person centred practice. We generate income from
room hire, ticketed events, courses and fundraising
but are largely dependent on grant aid. We have
three employed project officers who report to a
board of Directors comprising of 8 community
members.

What we offer







Our hub
Warm and cosy. Cup of
tea/coffee and biscuit
included.








Welcome and Information Centre (incl. public
WC/babychange/Wi-fi/Internet/What’s on/
transport info and more
Men’s Sheds
Job club
Caerdroia Working Parties (maintenance,
construction, environmental)
Dan Y Coed – developing new ideas/theatre
group/uses at the site, & a rolling programme of
events
Caerdroia Sensory Labyrinth Performances
Community Tourism
Woodland Management
Community Woodfuel Co-operative
Women’s Yoga
Friendship Group Fridays 1.30—3.30

Our hub, opposite the Co-op
car-park .
Golygfa Gwydyr,
Plough Street,
Llanrwst,
LL26 0AG
Email: rosie@golygfagwydyr.org

Tel/Ffon: 01492 642 110

TIME TO CHAT
Are you experiencing
difficulties in contacting
officials or don’t know who to
ask in the first place?
Have you an idea that others
may be interested in or want
to start a local group? We
may be able to get it started
with you.

Pop in and have a chat.
We may be able to help
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Our Aims
We help regenerate the
local economy in the
Gwydyr Forest and the
wider rural community by
introducing and
supporting sustainable,
environmentally friendly,
community led initiatives
that will include physical
improvements of the
environment
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WHATS BEEN GOING ON…...
Lottery Grant
Llanrwst sits on the edge of the Gwydyr Forest yet, today, many people barely notice it
or rarely venture a walk into its interior. In the past the forest was a major employer
and the wealth of the area depended upon it as well as farming. Many legends and
stories are based there, from Llewellyn to the Great Fire of 1938, and Llanrwst has historical ties going back many generations.
The Gwydyr Forest can still provide many benefits to our community but these are
hard to realise now the forest seems disconnected from the community and so few of
us work there. Last year GG asked people what they thought about living in rural
Conwy and what they would like to see happen. Many mentioned the forest as an
important place so GG proposed ways of accessing the forest for community benefit.
The result is an application to the Lottery Create your Space programme. We are
asking for funding to strengthen our ties with the forest through community
management and access to the woodland and its resources. We hope our project will
generate a sense of ownership of our woodlands (much of the Gwydyr Forest is Welsh
Government estate so it belongs to the people of Wales anyway) and instil a sense of
pride in our natural environment. We should know if we have been successful in April,
so if we are, we will promote and celebrate widely.
GG has already signed an agreement with Natural Resources Wales which will enable
us to manage two sites: the Caerdroia – 11 hectares of conifer forest where we
already have our labyrinth theatre; and the arboretum – 3 hectares including the picnic
site off the A5 between Swallow Falls and Ty Hyll.

Our Values
Trusting relationships,
equality, social justice,
anti-discrimination
Social and economic
inclusion

The woodlands will be managed to provide a space for community activities and to increase our sense of wellbeing. We will use the woodland resources and Lottery
funding for:


Community events – Caerdroia theatre, open days, walks, mindfulness activities.



Community learning – citizen science for adults and children, work-based training,
knowledge of local history and culture.



Saving the planet – increased biodiversity, better wildlife habitats, greater access
to the natural environment, lifestyle choices.

Participatory democracy

Our project is based in rural Conwy and will be open to all Conwy residents. We will
need help to manage these sites and develop projects.

Working and learning
together

Funding

Collective action, selfdetermination, peer
support and mutual aid

We generate income from room hire, ticketed events, courses and fundraising but are
largely dependent on grant aid.
We are currently developing two of our projects into viable income streams in order to
financially support the social enterprise as a whole, providing an exit strategy from
dependence on grant aid whilst safe guarding the community managed assets listed
above.
If you would like to help us fundraise, at any level, then do get in touch.
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WHAT’S COMING UP…….

Logs
for
Sale

Job Club—Mondays 10am-4pm
Are you unemployed and would like help with CV’s, Job Applications, looking for
jobs on the internet? Computers are available with help and support. The kettle is
always on. Ask us about what help is available for training- Food Hygiene, First Aid
or I.T.
Mens Shed—Thursday 10.30am-12.30pm
We have managed to set up and run the group due to Golygfa Gwydyr’s support
and receiving grants and general support from Cartrefi. We have an actual shed
kitted out with tools and use it to make planters for the Wales in Bloom group and
constructing frames and mounting for the art and photographs. We share our skills
including IT, woodwork and photography. We invite speakers, reminisce and pass
on life-time experiences. All ages welcome. £1 sub.

Wheelie bin
full (200kg):
Delivery £5
Hardwood
or pick up
£20
directly from
Softwood
Golygfa £15

Gywdyr

01492 642110

Art Group
Mondays 10.30 – 12.30.
Informal, fun and with excellent tuition. These sessions are run by Mens Shed but
are open to both sexes/genders. £1 sub.

Volunteering
If you just want to help out or are considering a career in community work, woodland management, community
art or environmental work, Golygfa Gwydyr can offer you experiences to help develop your knowledge, skills and
understanding and add to your skillset and CV. Contact Rosie for further information. Please join the GG Job
Club where any paid posts and training opportunities will be advertised.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITES
Participants will be offered a range of roles in different areas of the project.
These include:


Woodland management (strimming, pruning, and felling) Environmental projects (building benches
and shelters)



Environmental arts projects utilising the forest space. Dyed-in-Wool planting and maintaining plant
beds



Immersive performance pieces



Assisting with admin and tasks at our hub



Helping to run activities at the hub including community groups and job club.

Local contacts

Llanrwst Town Council

Conwy Access Team:

Phone: 01492 643221 or 07841 866826
Email: clercllanrwst@outlook.com

Phone: 0300 456 1111

Llanrwst Family Centre:

Conwy Housing Solutions:

Telephone: 01492 574140 or 07826 876973 Facebook page: Llanrwst family centre/Canolfan Teulu
Llanrwst

Telphone: 0300 124 0050

Child Protection Services

Police:

Office hours: 01492 575111
Out of office hours: 01492 515777
In an emergency, contact the Police.

Non urgent :0300 330 0101

E-mail: wellbeing@conwy.gov.uk

Email: enquiries@cartreficonwy.org

GIRL GUIDES, LLANRWST
Congratulations to Janet Pierce. After 50 years of volunteering with the Girl Guides
Janet was awarded a British Citizens Award at the Palace of Westminster. The
occasion was hosted by Bradley Walsh, seen here with Janet…………………………………

Town Cat

Enjoying the
Christmas party

Another day at the office….
I have found a nice new home here at GG. When
the nights are frosty I am allowed to stay here. I
am fed everyday and have a nice warm spot near
the fire. I like to help out in the office as a
therapist to all those who visit.
Who’s Who at GG:
Rosie Evans
Chair – Job Club – Men’s Sheds
rosiee@golygfagwydyr.org
07843 766 054

Roger Davies
Company Secretary – Woodland Management
rogerd@golygfagwydyr.org
07792 237 927

Liz Davies
Treasurer-Forest education
lizn@golygfagwydyr.org

Check out our website for more information www.golygfagywdyr.org
Information was correct at time of going to print. Copyright 2017

